Republic of the Philippines
Office of the President

Philippine Space Agency

BAGONG PILIPINAS

PhilSA Circular No. ZDZG-QQ 1

SUBJECT - GUIDELINES ON THE GRANT OF AWARDS AND PRIZES FOR
PHILIPPINE SPACE WEEK 2026

WHEREAS, the Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA) was created under Republic Act
No. 11363, otherwise known as the “Philippine Space Act’, on 08 August 2019, which
mandates the Agency to be the primary policy, planning, coordinating, implementing, and
administrative entity of the Executive Branch of the government that will plan, develop, and
promote the national space program in line with the Philippine Space Policy;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 11363, Section 8, Item IV, also states PhilSA’'s powers
and functions on Education and Capacity-Building, to establish programs that would develop
space education and promote public awareness;

WHEREAS, Proclamation No. 302, s.2023, declared the period of 08 to 14 August of
every year as the Philippine Space Week to promote space awareness, celebrate the
significant contributions of Filipinos worldwide in the field of space science, and espouse the
value, benefits and impacts of space science and technology applications (SSTA) on the lives
of Filipinos;

WHEREAS, this Circular formalizes the various awards and prizes for various activities
to be conducted in the celebration of the Philippine Space Week for FY 2026;

NOW, THEREFORE, the PHILIPPINE SPACE AGENCY, by virtue of the authority
vested by law, hereby adopts the following:

Section 1. Categories and Forms of Awards and Prizes — PhilSA shall provide the
following monetary awards and prizes for the following events to be conducted during the FY
2026 celebration of the Philippine Space Week:

L. Equivalent Amount
Act IContest Price Cat
iy rice Category (Net of Tax)
Space Law Essay Writing First Place Php 30,000.00
Contest Second Place Php 20,000.00
Third Place Php 10,000.00
#YamangKalawakan First Place Php 20,000.00
Poster-Making Contest Second Place Php 15,000.00
Third Place Php 10,000.00
PhilSA Crewmates’ Choice Php 5,000.00
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GeoGuhit: Move, Map, & First Place Php 15,000.00
Make Your Mark Second Place Php 10,000.00
Third Place Php 5,000.00

Monetary awards and prizes shall be directly released to the winners, net of applicable
fees and taxes, if any.

Section 2. Selection of Awardees — PhilSA shall select the awardees based on the
procedure specified in the Annexes below for the following events:

2.1. Space Policy and Law Essay Writing — Annex A

2.2. #YamangKalawakan Poster-Making Contest — Annex B

2.3. GeoGuhit: Move, Map, & Make Your Mark — Annex C

Section 3. Separability Clause — If any provision of this Circular is declared invalid or
unconstitutional, other provisions hereof which are not affected thereby shall continue to be in

full force and effect.

Section 4. Effectivity. This Circular shall take effect immediately and shall be valid
until 31 December 2026.

DONE, in Quezon City. this 2 9 JUL 2026

GAY ZP. PEREZ, Ph.D.

Acting Director General
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Annex A
Space Law Essay Writing Contest

As space activities continue to expand around the world, international legal and policy
frameworks play an increasingly important role in ensuring their safe, secure, and
sustainable conduct. To encourage critical discussions on emerging issues in space law
and governance, the Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA) is inviting law students nationwide
to participate in the Space Law Essay Writing Contest as part of Philippine Space Week
2026. The contest aims to foster a deeper understanding of space law and encourage
participants to think creatively about its future and role in shaping future space activities.

Delve into the intersection of law and space by answering the question: “As the Philippines
prepares for human spaceflight in the future, what domestic legal frameworks should be in
place to ensure the welfare of Filipino astronauts?”

The authors of the top three (3) essays will be recognized during Philippine Space Week
and receive cash prizes.

Submit entries by 22 July 2026 (Wednesday) via email to splad@philsa.gov.ph with the
subject line: SURNAME_NAME_ESSAY TITLE.

Mechanics:

1. Open to all law school students in the Philippines. Proof of enroliment for
the current or immediately preceding semester must be submitted together
with the essay.

2. Essays must be written in English, encoded, single-spaced, with 1.5

spacing after each paragraph, and contain a minimum of 1,200 words to a

maximum of 1,500 words (excluding the title). Entries must be submitted in

PDF format using A4 paper size.

The total word count should appear on the last page of the essay.

4. All entries must be original, unpublished, and directly address the essay
question: “As the Philippines prepares for human spaceflight in the future,
what domestic legal frameworks should be in place to ensure the welfare
of Filipino astronauts?”

5. Al tools may be utilized to assist in paraphrasing, reference matching, and
the general research process. However, participants must maintain full
authorship and responsibility over the content of their essays. Submissions
found to be generated using Al shall be disqualified.

6. Entries should be submitted via email to splad@philsa.gov.ph on or before
11:59 PM, 22 July 2026 (Wednesday).

7. The email subject line must follow the format: SURNAME_NAME_ESSAY
TITLE :

8. The following information must also be included in the email:

i. Name
ii. Year of Study
iii. School

w
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iv. Contact Number

v. Accomplished Participation Waiver and Release Form. Download

the form here: http://bit.ly/45uuaE7

9. Following the initial evaluation of entries, selected finalists shall be invited
to participate in an online presentation and interview with the Board of
Judges represented by the Head Judge to discuss their essays, as

applicable.

10. The decision of the judges shall be final and cannot be appealed.
11. Winners will be notified through email, phone call, and official letter.

12. PhilSA employees, their relatives up to the fourth degree of consanguinity
or affinity, and previous winners of PhilSA Space Law Essay Writing

Contest are ineligible to join.

Criteria for Judging:

Content 50%
* Relevance to the theme — connection, significance of the issue
being discussed
e Comprehensiveness — how complete and detailed the writer's
exposition of the topic
e Originality — uniqueness, novelty, and authenticity of ideas
¢ Insights — a fresh way of looking at things, critical view of the subject
Organization 30%
 Clarity of Thoughts — use of simple and appropriate words to convey
ideas or issues
» Creativity — the use of appropriate devices and expressions in the
exposition of the subject
« Unity and Consistency — ability to highlight the focal point
Punctuation, Spelling, Capitalization, and Grammar 20%
o Correct use of punctuation, spelling, capitalization, and grammar
TOTAL 100%

The Space Law Essay Writing Contest aims to provide aspiring legal professionals with an
opportunity to examine contemporary space law issues and offer insights on how legal

frameworks can support the future of space activities in the country.

Monetary awards (net of tax) will also be provided by PhilSA:
e 1% prize — 30,000.00
e 2" prize — 20,000.00
e 3"prize — 10,000.00
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Annex B
#YamangKalawakan Poster-Making Contest

The Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA) invites Filipino students aged 6-12 to join the
#YamangKalawakan Poster Making Contest in celebration of Philippine Space Week 2026!

This year’s theme, “Space Garden: Growing Food in Space,” challenges young artists
to imagine how humanity can cultivate life beyond Earth. What would a garden look like
aboard a spacecraft, on the Moon, or on a distant planet?

Design your own space garden and bring to life a future where plants thrive among the
stars. Create a vibrant garden that nourishes astronauts, supports future space
communities, and helps humanity in its journey to the stars.

The top three (3) winning entries will become the official Philippine submissions to the 32nd
Asia-Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum (APRSAF-32) Space Education for All Working
Group (SE4AWG) Poster Contest in Thailand this October.

Submission deadline: 15 July 2026

Submission of entries is online via bit.ly/philsapmc

Physical submissions of the poster will be accepted until: 20 July 2026
Contest Mechanics and Guidelines

1. The contest is open to students aged 6 to 12 years old as of 31 December 2026 (with
their date of birth being between 1 January 2014 and 31 December 2020), enrolled in
any public or private school in the Philippines.

2. Participation is on an individual basis only. Group submissions are not allowed.

3. Relatives of Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA) employees up to the second degree of
consanguinity or affinity are not eligible to join.

4. The poster must align with the contest theme: “Space Garden: Growing Food in
Space.”

5. Each entry must comply with the following guidelines:

Artwork

» The entry must be an original, individual creation by the student, as verified through
the signed Certificate of Undertaking.

e The poster must be created on a flat sheet of paper, using A3 size (297 x 420 mm) in
portrait or landscape orientation.

» Only traditional art materials are allowed, including pencils, crayons, watercolors, and
oil-based materials (e.g., oil pastels). Digital artwork will not be accepted.
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Prohibitions
Entries that violate any of the following rules will be disqualified from the voting process:

¢ No photo collages or 3D objects
e The poster must not include:
» Letters, words, or characters
* Artist’s signature
= National flags, country names or abbreviations
= Names or logos of space agencies
= The poster must not depict or reference:
= Any specific person, organization, country, brand, logo, or religious
theme

Submission

e Only one entry per person is allowed.
e Participants must accomplish the registration form (including attachments):
bit.ly/pmcreq2026
¢ Submit your entries online with a scanned copy/photo of the following:
& Birth certificate
& Completed artwork
e Submit the entry via the official online submission form on or before 15
July 2026: bit.ly/philsapmc
e All entries must also be submitted via courier on or before 20 July 2026:
Submit the original artwork in person (through a representative or courier) to:
Philippine Space Agency
29th Floor, Cyber One Building, 11 Eastwood Ave., Bagumbayan, Quezon City
Submission time: Weekdays only, from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM
e Participants must ensure proper packaging of their poster to prevent damage
during transport, such as a protective scroll or tube that fits A3-sized paper.
Folded submissions will not be accepted.
» All poster submissions must be clearly labeled with the participant’s name,
school, and contact information, using the official entry slip (page 3 of the
registration form).

Copyright

All submitted works will remain the intellectual property of the respective participants.
However, PhilSA and the JAXA/APRSAF secretariats reserve the right to use the artworks
for publications, websites, social media, educational materials, and other content
exclusively promoting space education and awareness.

Judging & Exhibition

e The top 20 posters shall be displayed during the Philippine Space Week
celebration.

SUBJECT : GUIDELINES ON THE GRANT OF AWARDS AND PRIZES FOR PHILIPPINE SPACE WEEK
2026
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Prizes

*

The Panel of Judges will evaluate all entries using the criteria below:

Criteria

Description

Score
Range

Weight

Originality and Relevance
to the Theme

Creative interpretation of
the theme "Space Garden:
Growing Food in Space"

1-40

40%

Artistic Execution and
Presentation

The poster demonstrates
technical skill, attention to
detail, visual harmony, and
effective use of medium.
The layout, color use, and
clarity of visuals contribute
to the aesthetic quality.
Strictly follows the
guidelines and mechanics.

50%

Overall Impact

Leaves a strong impression
and communicates the
message effectively

1-10

10%

The winners will serve as the official Philippine representatives to the APRSAF-
32 Space Education for All Working Group (SE4AWG) Poster Contest in

October 2026.

The entries will be available for public viewing:

On-site: At the APRSAF-32 venue (details to be announced)
Online: APRSAF-32 Poster Contest website (details to be announced)

Monetary awards (net of tax) will also be provided by PhilSA:

o First Place —  20,000.00
e Second Place - # 15,000.00
e Third Place — # 10,000.00
e PhilSA Crewmates’ Choice — P 5,000.00

SUBJECT :
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Annex C
GeoGuhit: Move, Map, & Make Your Mark

The Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA) invites everyone to join the “GeoGuhit: Move, Map
& Make your mark.” competition in celebration of Philippine Space Week 2026.

By using Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) and Global Positioning System
(GPS)-enabled technologies, create space-inspired art by walking, running, or cycling.
Entries must be related to the Philippine Space Week 2026 theme, “Navigating Tomorrow,”
which highlights how space technologies enable various industries, sectors, and
communities to address future challenges and opportunities.

Space technology may seem too technical or out of reach, but these are already used daily
through tools like GNSS and GPS found in navigation and mobility applications. GeoGubhit
invites you to explore the practical applications of these technologies through artistic
expression and movement.

Participants must upload all entries until 22 July 2026 here: https://bit.ly/GeoGuhit2026

Contest Mechanics and Guidelines

1. This competition is open to all Filipinos residing in the Philippines.
2. Participants can join one (1) category only:

Category Eligible Minimum Subject
Participants Distance
High School Junior and At least 1.5 GPS artwork depicting any
Category Senior High kilometers recognized constellation or
School students asterism, reflecting the use of
celestial navigation and astronomy
as foundational tools of space
science
College/Tertiary | Undergraduate At least 3 GPS artwork depicting Philippine
Level Category | students and kilometers space assets) e.g., Diwata-1,
students in Diwata-2, Maya-1, Maya-2, MULA,
technical- etc.), ground infrastructure, or other
vocational space technologies developed,
programs owned, or operated by the
Philippines
General Public | Filipinos who are | At least 3 GPS artwork on any subject of the
Category not included in kilometers participant’s choosing, provided the
the first two (2) artwork and its accompanying write-
categories up demonstrate a clear and
meaningful connection to the teme
“Navigating Tomorrow” and the role
of space science and technology in
shaping the future

Participants must
requirements:

use a GPS ftracking application
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d.

Must record the participant’s route in real time using the device’s GPS
signal (manually plotted or digitally drawn routes are not acceptable);
Must display the complete route on a map upon completion of the activity;
Must show the total recorded distance, activity date, and activity type
(walking, running, OR cycling); and

Must generate a screenshot or exportable image of the route map with the
above details clearly visible.

Commonly used applications include Strava, Garmin Connect, Google Fit, and
MapMyRun, among others.
PhilSA does not endorse any specific application. Participants are encouraged to
make sure that their chosen application meets the requirements before starting
their activity.

3. The entry must comply with the following requirements:

a.

The GPS artwork must be personally created and completed by the
participant using a GPS tracking application during the official competition
period from 17 June to 22 July 2026.

Participants may use any publicly accessible and safe route in creating
their GPS artwork, provided that all local traffic and safety regulations are
observed.

In conceptualizing their GPS artwork, participants may use route planning
tools, including .gpx plotting and Al-assisted planning tools. However, all
submitted entries must be personally completed by the participant through
actual walking, running, or cycling activities. Manipulated, simulated,
falsified, or Al-generated activity records shall be disqualified. The use of
Al-assisted tools must be declared through the Al Declaration Form
(https://bit.ly/GeoGuhitForms).

Entries containing offensive, inappropriate, discriminatory, or plagiarized
content shall be automatically disqualified.

4. A maximum of two (2) entries per category can be submitted per participant.
Each entry must be submitted separately and must include the following
requirements:

a.

Screenshot or exported image of the completed GPS artwork embedded
in the route map, with visible activity summary/details from the GPS
tracking application, submitted in JPEG or PNG format, with a maximum
file size of 10 MB. Submitted screenshots/exported images must be clear,
readable, and of sufficient quality to allow proper evaluation.
The submitted image must clearly display the following details:

i. Full route map;

ii. Total recorded distance;

iii. Activity date; and

iv. Activity type (walking, running, or cycling).
A fast-track video or screen recording of the activity must be submitted
with viewing settings set to public and must remain accessible throughout
the duration of the competition.
A short caption (maximum of 150 words) explaining the artwork concept
and its relevance to the theme “Navigating Tomorrow.”
Participants must also accomplish all required forms, which are available
at bit.ly/GeoGuhitForms:
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i. Certificate of Undertaking;
ii. Al Declaration Form (if applicable);
iii. Certificate of Endorsement (if applicable); and
iv. Copy of valid school ID or proof of enrollment or registration for
the current or immediately preceding academic year, for High
School Student and College/Tertiary Level Student participants.

Entries with incomplete attachments will be disqualified.

All participants shall submit their entries on or before 22 July 2026
(Wednesday) through the official GeoGuhit Submission Form:
bit.ly/GeoGuhit2026. An acknowledgement notice will be received
upon successful submission.

5. All submitted works shall remain the property of their respective owners but may
be used by PhilSA in publications, websites, social media, educational materials,
and other informational content exclusively for the promotion of space education.

6. Winning entries, along with other selected submissions, may be featured during
Philippine Space Week and through PhilSA’s official communication platforms.

7. Officials and employees of PhilSA, and their relatives up to the second degree of

affinity or consanguinity, are not eligible to join the contest.

Judging Criteria

Criteria

Description

Weight

Creativity

Demonstrates originality and inventiveness in the
conceptualization of the GPS artwork. Assessed on
the uniqueness of the route design concept, the
thoughtfulness of the chosen subject or figure relative
to the category theme requirements

20%

Artistic Design and
Visual Impact

The GPS route forms a clear, recognizable, and
visually compelling figure. Assessed on legibility of the
design, composition, and overall aesthetic appeal of
the artwork as seen on the route map

25%

Relevance to the
Theme

Clearly reflects the theme “Navigating Tomorrow” and
highlights space science and technology applications.
Assessed through both visual design and the
participant’s written captions.

25%

Technical Execution

Effective use of GPS tracking technology and
accuracy/completeness of route recording. Assessed
on completeness of route recording, precision of the
figure relative to the intended design, and clarity of the
submitted route image.

20%

Resourcefulness
and Creative
Problem-Solving

Demonstrates creative problem-solving in route
design given real-world terrain and infrastructure
constraints. Rewards participants who produced
strong artwork despite geographic or physical
limitations.

10%

Total

100%
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Prizes

Three winning entries per category shall be awarded the following cash prizes (net of tax).
Winners will be announced during the celebration of Philippine Space Week.

e First Place — Php 15,000.00
e Second Place — Php 10,000.00
¢ Third Place — Php 5,000.00
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2026

Page 11 of 11



